Information requirements of advanced practice nurses.
To insure the availability of effective computer systems, advanced practice nurses (APNs) must first identify information required for practice. Fifteen APNs who worked in a local hospital participated in a focus group. The APNs included nurse practitioners and certified nurse midwives. All APNs carried individual caseloads and practiced collaboratively with both nurses and physicians. The most important information need expressed by the APNs was for current, clinical information about specific patients. Also desirable were computer tools that supported communication, documentation, and billing.